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Course Code: PS 102                                            Course Title: Human Growth and Development 
 
Department: Social Sciences     Semesters Offered:  Fall, Spring, Summer, Winter 
 
Course Description: This course explores human development from prenatal life through late adulthood with 
an emphasis on the biological, cognitive, social, and emotional patterns of development.   
 
Prerequisites: PS 101 
 
Credits:    3               Lecture Hours:   3               Lab/Studio Hours:  0                      Clinical/Fieldwork Hours: 0 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Required Textbook/Materials: Berger, K. The Developing Person: Through the Life Span. New York: Worth 
Publishers. (Paper) 
OR 
Lally, M. & Valentine-French S. Lifespan Development: A Psychological Perspective. College of Lake County. 
http://dept.clcillinois.edu/psy/LifespanDevelopment.pdf  (OER) 
 
Additional Time and Supplemental Requirements: Based on a 15 week semester, students are expected to 
complete approximately 6 hours per week of assigned work outside of class.   
 
Course Learning Outcomes:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• define the lifespan approach to developmental psychology. 

• describe how psychologists collect developmental data. 

• describe how one aspect of development changes from infancy to adulthood. 

• characterize what is meant by the nature versus nurture controversy. 

• identify one famous psychologist and explain how this psychologist contributed to the field of 
developmental psychology. 

 
General Education Outcomes:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• describe how social scientists conduct research. 

• analyze a social science issue using theories and concepts from a social science perspective. 
 
Grading Standards:  
Tests:   80% 
Written assignments: 20% 
 
 
 

http://dept.clcillinois.edu/psy/LifespanDevelopment.pdf


Course Content:  
Research Methods     
Theories of Development    
Heredity and Environment    
Prenatal Development and Birth   
Infancy and Toddlerhood 
Early Childhood 
Middle to Late Childhood 
Adolescence        
Emerging Adulthood     
Adulthood      
Late Adulthood     
Death and Dying 
 
College Policies: 
For Information regarding: 

• PCCC’s Academic Integrity Code 

• Student Conduct Code 

• Student Grade Appeal Process 
Please refer to the PCCC Student Handbook and PCCC Catalog 
 
Inclement Weather: 
In the event of inclement weather and the College is closed, all classes will switch to remote (Zoom) learning. 
The Zoom link for this course section is has been added here in this document by your instructor.  Please also 
see BlackBoard for further instructions. 
 
Panther Alert: 
The College will announce delayed openings, closings, and other emergency situations through the Panther 
Alert System. Students are encouraged to sign up for Panther Alert Notifications by logging into their student 
accounts through the PCCC website at www.pccc.edu and following Panther Alert System instructions. 
 

Requesting Reasonable Accommodations at Passaic County Community College:  Passaic County Community 

College Office of Accessibility Services, in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, and the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act 

(ADAAA) of 2008 is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to students with documented 

disabilities. If you have a disability and believe you need accommodations, please contact the Office of 

Accessibility Services (OAS) at (973) 684-6395 or email ods@pccc.edu. Students should request 

accommodations as early as possible, since they may take time to implement.    

 

http://www.pccc.edu/
https://pccc.edu/accessibility-services/

