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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course examines language and early literacy development in children
from preschool through third grade. It covers theories, materials, and approaches of early literacy
learning with a strong focus on diverse learners, inclusive practices, appropriate assessments, and
family literacy partnerships. In addition, the course includes the study of strategies to build
competency in research-based components of early reading and writing such as oral language, print
awareness, alphabetic principle, phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, and comprehension.
Students learn how to plan and use developmentally appropriate experiences and environments to
address learning standards.

PRE-REQUISITES: ECE 200 or ECE 210

Credits: 3 credits Lecture Hours: 3 Lab/Studio Hours: 0 Clinical/Fieldwork Hours: 0

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK/MATERIALS: OER

ADDITIONAL TIME REQUIREMENTS: Based on a 15 week semester, students are expected to spend
an additional 6 hours of work outside the classroom.

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Plan developmentally appropriate activities to facilitate young children’s literacy development,
assessed read-aloud activity

2. Demonstrate knowledge of high-quality early literacy environments and experiences, assessed
through a classroom literacy observation assignment

3. Demonstrate knowledge of fundamental concepts, theories, and terminology, relevant to early
language development and literacy instruction, assessed through a final exam

GENERAL EDUCATION OUTCOMES: This is not a general education course.




COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING:
The following assignments and activities will be evaluated and included in the final grade. For detailed
assignment guidelines and rubrics, please see the assignments tab of course Bb.

1. Attendance: (8 points)

2. Classroom Literacy observation Assignment: (22 points)
3. Phonemic awareness and Phonics module: (14 points)
4. Group Thematic Unit: (14 points)
5. Final Exam: (21 points)

COURSE CONTENT:

(Schedule and suggested topics, readings, and assignments subject to change based on instructor and
instructional resource)
Foundations of Early Literacy: Part 1
o Define early language and literacy
e What are the essential elements of early literacy?
e What does research tell us about early literacy and language development?
Foundations of Early Literacy: Part 2
e Theorists and philosophical ideas that have shaped the teaching of reading and writing
e Major Literacy Instruction approaches have been used to teach reading and writing
Introduction to Language and Vocabulary Development
e Constructivist-explicit approaches and Balanced literacy framework
e Theories of Language Acquisition and Development
ORAL LANGUAGE
e Language and the brain
e Stages of language development
e Oral Language
VOCABULARY
e Understanding VOCABULARY as a literacy skill
e Teaching strategies to support vocabulary development in Pre K - 3rd grade
COMPREHENSION AND CONCEPTS OF BOOKS
e Importance of teaching book concept and comprehension skills
e Eight main strategies that help build comprehension skills
e Reading aloud experiences, dialogic reading techniques to promote comprehension.
PRINT CONCEPT and WORD STUDY - PART 1
e What is print concept?
e Word study
e Beginning to read and write print
e Decoding Strategies to enhance a child’s knowledge about words: Environmental print, Very
Own Words, Morning message, Word walls, context and pictures clues, and high-frequency
words
WORD STUDY - PART 2
* Decoding skills learned through:
— Phonological Awareness
— Phonemic Awareness



— Phonics
PHONEMIC AWARENESS & PHONICS
e Review Phonemic Awareness and the phonemic awareness and Phonics connection
e Content of Phonics instruction
o Teaching approaches
Organizing and managing the literacy program
e Preparing the physical environment
e Literacy rich environment, Literacy materials and building literacy through play
e Basics of Early Literacy instruction: Developmental Continuum of reading and writing skill and LAL
standards
Writing, spelling and literacy development
— Theory, research, stages and strategies of writing development
— Writing standards K-3
— Writer’s Workshop
— Assessment of children’s writing development
Fluency and Early literacy assessment
e What s Fluency and why is it important?
e Techniques of early literacy assessment
e Reading running records, DIBELS, child-work samples
e Using ongoing assessment to inform instruction
Literacy and Diversity
e Factors contributing to diversity
e Approaches to address diversity:
e English language learners
e Differentiated instruction: Tiering, Multiple Intelligences
e Literacy centers
Motivation in Early Literacy
e Motivation and why is it important?
* Strategies to enhance reading and writing motivation: Family literacy Books bags, Literacy
centers, Incorporating technology

COLLEGE POLICIES :For Information regarding:
e PCCC’s Academic Integrity Code
e Student Conduct Code
e Student Grade Appeal Process
Please refer to the PCCC Student Handbook and PCCC Catalog.

Inclement Weather:

In the event of inclement weather and the College is closed, all classes will switch to remote (Zoom)
learning. The Zoom link for this course section is has been added here in this document by your
instructor. Please also see BlackBoard for further instructions.

Panther Alert: The College will announce delayed openings, closings, and other emergency situations
through the Panther Alert System. Students are encouraged to sign up for Panther Alert Notifications




by logging into their student accounts through the PCCC website at www.pccc.edu and following
Panther Alert System instructions.

Requesting Reasonable Accommodations at Passaic County Community College: Passaic County

Community College Office of Accessibility Services, in accordance with Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, and the Americans with
Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA) of 2008 is committed to providing reasonable
accommodations to students with documented disabilities. If you have a disability and believe you
need accommodations, please contact the Office of Accessibility Services (OAS) at (973) 684-6395 or
email ods@pccc.edu. Students should request accommodations as early as possible, since they may
take time to implement.


http://www.pccc.edu/
https://pccc.edu/accessibility-services/
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