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Standard Syllabus 

 
Department Chair: Professor Walter Behr 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Course Code:    AE 101                                                        Course Title:    Appreciation of Art 
 
Department: Fine & Performing Arts    Semester Offered: Fall, Spring 
 
Course Description: This course provides exposure to, and experience in, the essential aspects of the visual 
arts. It serves to develop an understanding of art through studying the visual elements of art and design, the 
media and process, and an overview of the chronological progression of art through history from a cultural 
perspective. It examines how art communicates, how to describe, analyze and interpret it, and how to see art 
as both a product and reflection of the historical and cultural context it is created in.  
 
Co/Pre-requisites: None 

Credits:     3               Lecture Hours:      3  Lab/Studio Hours:     0                Clinical/Fieldwork Hours:     0 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Required Textbook/Materials: 
The online textbook can be found at https://courses.lumenlearning.com/masteryart1/ 
 
This course is designed using materials freely available on the internet, or paid for by the institution.  There is 
no print textbook to purchase.  However, students are expected to have sufficient access to the technology 
required to view, read, and interact with course readings, videos, and activities.  Students will be advised 
whether printing of material is required, or if print copies of selected materials have been made available. 
 
Additional Time and Supplemental Requirements:  Based on a 15 week semester, students are expected to 
spend an additional 6 hours of work per week outside of class.      
 
Course Learning Outcomes:  
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Define and apply art vocabulary in speech and writing when discussing works of art 

• Recognize the formal elements and principles of design and explain how they are used in works of art 

• Describe the materials and processes used by artists in making works of art in the various fine art media 

• Identify major works of art, artists, periods, art movements and artistic conventions 

• Apply the process of visual analysis in describing, analyzing, and interpreting works of art  
 
General Education Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to: 

• Describe works by applying commonly used approaches and criteria 

• Analyze works by applying commonly used approaches and criteria 
 
Grading Standard: 

1. Quizzes/Tests 60 % 

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/masteryart1/


2. Writing Assignments  20 % 
3. Participation and/or Hands on Projects  20 % 

 Total 100% 
 
Course Content:   

(Schedule and suggested topics, readings, and assignments subject to change based on instructor and 
instructional resource) 

 

• Visual Literacy 

• Seeing the Value in Art 

• Line 

• Space 

• Light & Color 

• Principles of Design 

• Drawing  

• Painting 

• Photography 

• Time-Based Media  

• Printmaking  

• Sculpture   

• Crafts  

• Architecture  

• The Design Profession 
 
College Policies: 
For Information regarding: 

• PCCC’s Academic Integrity Code 

• Student Conduct Code 

• Student Grade Appeal Process 
Please refer to the PCCC Student Handbook and PCCC Catalog 
 
Inclement Weather: 
In the event of inclement weather and the College is closed, all classes will switch to remote (Zoom) learning. 
The Zoom link for this course section is has been added here in this document by your instructor.  Please also 
see BlackBoard for further instructions. 
 
Panther Alert: 
The College will announce delayed openings, closings, and other emergency situations through the Panther 
Alert System.  Students are encouraged to sign up for Panther Alert Notifications by logging into their student 
accounts through the PCCC website at www.pccc.edu and following Panther Alert System instructions. 
 
Requesting Reasonable Accommodations at Passaic County Community College:  Passaic County Community 

College Office of Accessibility Services, in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, and the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act 

(ADAAA) of 2008 is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to students with documented 

disabilities. If you have a disability and believe you need accommodations, please contact the Office of 

http://www.pccc.edu/


Accessibility Services (OAS) at (973) 684-6395 or email ods@pccc.edu. Students should request 

accommodations as early as possible, since they may take time to implement. 

 

  

https://pccc.edu/accessibility-services/

